70 PONDER

-Eyﬂ_ayﬂowmv

The rescue operations in these photographs nﬁ'aré number of points to ponder. We'll give yau a few, .-'-n no par-
|} ticular order of imporiance. Writa lo us with your own apersﬂma! cansiderations of the scenarios depicted, and
we'll publish them in a fulure issue.

aunng mornaing rush nag:
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RAY DOWNEY, a captain and 31-year vateran of the City of New York (MY} Fira Department, has commanded the operations ol its Rasc
; Co. 2 for the past 13 years. Ha has an associate’s degrea in fire science and is a New York Stale-certified instructor. He conducts semini
and gives lectures on rescue-ralated tactics throughout the United States. Downay is a member of FEMA's US&R working group for eqt
ment and Technical Review Panel. He is the author of The Rescue Company, published by Fire Engineering Books, and 15 an edito
advisory board membar of Fire Enginearing.
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New York, New York: A gas exploson inan coou
pied 12-story builing m thie Hartlem section of
Mew Yora Cily caused heavy damage te the uppsa
HoOrs:  Phcics oy e

= Canaccess lor the brefighters and egres:
the occupanis be sately accomphsbhed. or oid tha
tarce { R L TR
causing a delay In raaching the victirms and
fipea?

« Whal & the structum| stabildy of the bl
afer the hia?

« How can yau gel specalized eguipment 1a 1he
upper toors” Lisa the pucket ol a lower ladoer 10
bring tools to the hghest foar the bucket can
reach, and persgnnal can walk the toois
lugher Poars

* |z It B.gas expiosion (In which case you
shiuf oll 1he gas te the building) or & bomb expl
sl G owhich case you most consider the pos
ity ot gther bombsi?

« Shore up floors and walls helore search and
aebris remova

Victim acoountanilily—how, many are unal
cournted far and where were (hey last seen’

= Provide sufficsent lghting for rescue. opel
nors—use partable hghting when necessary

« What are you going to go with deans 1hat e
bean moved ar that has shilted? You may have o
presere some debns as evidense
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Jersey City, New Jersey: A female pedestrian
was struck oy and pinned under a garbage
fruck. «FPrioios by B Jafees

« |z the truck chocked sufficiently? Ensure it is
belore you Begin Will littng the truck shift the
load ar mova the vehicle, thus endargenng the
victim or rescuers?

« |s medical treatmenl necessary prior 1o
relEasing e vichm trom entrapmendt. or can i
b administered aierwand?
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IF you wauld ke 1o submil photos for R
to Ponder, Fire Engir
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Deer Park, New York: A mulus-aid dis
aster anll involyea the simulauan ot
Lang fslandg Railioad collision Praes oy Ea
Heavey

+ The benefits of having a working mutu
al-zid agreement with ather deparimenis
will e avident af large-scale disasiers
such as this

« Interagency coaperalion and coc)
nalion are key 1o successtul rescue aps
atfions

» Have railroad personnel explamn the
emargency braking, hanting. and comm
mcabons systems as well as the locahor:
o amergency exits and windows eilhe
prios o or a5 part of the drill

« Such a drill enables you 1o praclice v
bm oremoval techniques from higher =l
vanons

- A5 a safety pracaution, always aol g
the third rall & energrzed 2nd 1he sower |
arn

» [he need tor extrema sately aunng
these dnlls 15 sviden!. This moludes hav
ing a satety afficer for the duration of he
incidan

cidant ta:




