I HEy CaP,oare we drilling
on that again?™ "Hey, Lou, we trained on
that last week!™ Sound familiar? Next
time you have a training session on
water incidents, ask vour fellow fire
fighters what they know about safe
gearing up procedures, predive emer-
gency preparation and planning, line-
tended diving, line-tended communica-
tions for underwater operations, emer-
gency equipment repair, underwater
CMErgency Figging, recompression
chamber procedures, currents and wi-
ter movement, black water diving and
hazards, laws of physics as thev pertain
to under water, carbon dioxide reten-
tion and overexertion in the water.
carbon monoxide retention and water
problems, hydraulics and cold water
buovancy problems, cold water resusci-
tation, secondary drowning, hypother-
mia and cold warer exposure, first aid
and emergency treatment for victims,
rapid deployment rescue, and search
paterns (circular sweep, semicircular
sweep, strajght sweep, grid), just o
name a few.

Now that summer is over and chil-
dren are back to school, the number of
responses to water incidents should
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decrease. Departments located in year-
round warm climates, however, may
only see a smadl reduction in responses
as compared with “seasonal” areas of
the country, Regardless of location, res-
cue units must alwavs be prepared for
these types of responses.

What constitutes 4 “water incident”
response? The news is full of very heroic
and very tragic incidents occurring in
water. buch incidents involve diving,
swimming, water skiing, fishing, and
boaring. In August. o boating accident
on the river Thames in England claimed
51 lives o dawe. On that same day, a
two-year-old child drowned in a back-
vard pool A young boy lost his life
when he fell in an opening that was
missing o4 manhole cover—rescuers
found him in eight feet of water. Recent-
by a distraught hushand killed his four
children by driving his car into a lake;
his wife {(the alleged intended victim)
survived the tragic ordeal and provided
police with information necessary o
charge him with murder,

The number and types of incidents
your unit responds o will dictate the
type and amount of eguipment you
need o carry, An inland unit whose
response district includes only private
dwellings with above- or in-ground
pools wouldn't need a boat and motor,
but a unit whose response district in-
cludes many bodies of waler would,

The key for all units, regardless of
location, is preparcdness. Being pre-
pared means more than just ready to go.
Knowledge. skills, and training go hand

in hand with preparedness. Keep in
mind that the reporting of these ingi-
denes o units is often delayved due to
the location of and distance o phones
and alarm boxes. Do not sacrifice safety
for urgency, however.

Because of the versatility of fire-
fighters, departments throughout the
country are cffectively using members
to man units that handle water incidents
in addition o other duties. One city
uses its heavy rescue units for witer
related incidents as well as fighting fires
and handling emergencies, accidents,
and collapses, All officers and  fire-
fighters are trained in advanced water
rescue and deplovment technigues.

Another city uses specially trained
divers, who are assigned to various units
within the department and respond to
incidents with those units. The commu-
nications dispatcher keeps a list of the
divers' assigned locations. Off-duty
members of these units wear beepers
and respond by private car to such
incidents.

In another department, the specially
trained members are assigned (o marine
units whose response area includes picr
fires, boat and ship fires, and other
emergencies that occur in their water-
ways, The members also inspect and
maintain their vessels. A number of
departments have boats on trailers tha
they store in central locations and trans-
port o an incident. Many volunteer
depariments have formed SCUBA teams
or dive units within their organization,
in addition to their firefighting responsi-
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Why buy a positive pressure
ventilation fan when you already
have a Super Yac Smoke Ejector
that works three times better?

The plain fact is, you don't hove to buy
athing The same Super Vac Smoxes
Ejectar you rely an for high-efficiency
negative pressure smoke removal also
works baftar than any other fan for
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reoson, Since 1939, Super Vac has
been the leaderin smake ventlanon
equipmeant Equipment firefighters
have come to depand on for
guoiity and sofaty. 50 2ot Dlow
your budget onsomarming you don't
need. Lise your Super Voo Smoke
Ejector for positive and negatve
pressure smake remuoval

For more information. call
ur Super Voc Ventilation
peciglist at (303) 667-5146,
Or write: Super Vocuum
Manufacturing Co., Inc., PO
Box B7. lovelond, CO B0S3T.
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bilities. Murual-aid agreements have in-
creased the size of response thstricts
and provided adjoining rowns with cov.
erage thar offen means the difference
berween lite and death.

All members of dive rescue teams
require a basic certification prior o
advanced training. Basic certificanion
and certain advanced courses, available
through the YMOA, YWEA, dive organi-
zations, and dive shops, all use national-
ly certified instructors who must follow
standards these organizations have de-
veloped. Specialized training is available
from a number of organizations, two of
which—Lifeguards Systems of New
York and Dive Rescue Inco/Intermational
of Fr. Collins, Colorado—offer 2- 1o 3-
day courses peared toward incredasing
the efficiency of dive teams, These arga-
nizatinns  also  offer more  advanced
courses and courses tailored 1w specific
department requirements. The special-
ized training needed for water incidents
requires speciilized instructors; I your
departments doesn't have them, find
them.

Training for water incidents can be
accomplished in 2 number of ways.
Some departments have in-house Lram-
ing programs that use sites within their
response area for drills and simulations.
This training alse familiarizes the rescue
team members with the area,

Performing with the greatest profi-
ciency requires many hours of drilling
and  wrdining,. Warer-related  incident
training can run the spectrum from
teaching members how o approach a
drowning victim e a highly sophisticat-
ed underwuter dive operation  that
could include numerous divers, large
scarch areas, and specialized underwa-
tEr COMUMUNICAons sysems.

In multidrowning incidents, wsually
ar least one of the recovered victims is a
well-intended, would-be rescuer wha
lacked the truining and skills necessary
for such situations Preparcdness train-
ing, drills, knowledge, skills, and equip-
ment are little bodies of water that
combine w muake up the big ocean
needed to respond o water incidents.
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